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Latinos in the 2010 Elections: Florida

This statistical profile provides key demographic information of Latino eligible
voters in Florida. It also contains data on other major groups of eligible voters in
Florida.? All data are based on Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the Census
Bureau’s 2008 American Community Survey.’

Hispanics in Florida’s Eligible Voter Population

The Hispanic population in Florida is the third-largest in the nation. More
than 3.8 million Hispanics reside in Florida, 8% of all Hispanics in the United

States.

The population in Florida is 21% Hispanic, the sixth-highest Hispanic

population share nationally.

There are 1.8 million eligible Hispanic voters in Florida—the third-largest
Hispanic eligible-voter population nationally. California ranks first with 5.4

million.

Some 15% of
eligible voters in
Florida are
Latinos, the fifth-
largest Hispanic
eligible voter
population share
nationally. New
Mexico ranks first
with 38%.

One-half (48%) of
Latinos in Florida

are eligible to vote, ranking Florida 13th nationwide in the share of the

Table 1

Population and Electorate in the United States and Florida, 2008

United States
Total Population (all ages)

All (thousands) 304,080
Hispanics (fhaousands) 46,822
Percent Hispanic 154

Total Eligible Voter Population {U.S. citizens ages 18 and older)

All (thousands) 210,696

Hispanics (thowsands) 19,346

Percent Hispanic a2
Eligibility of Hispanic Population

Percent of Hispanic population eligible to vote 413

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2008 ACS (1% IPUMS sample). More infonmation on the source

data and sampling ermor is available at http:/fusa.ipums.org/usa/design.shtml and

hitp: /e census . gov/aceiwwnwiDownload sfdata_docu mentationf&ccuracyfaccuracy2008 pdf

Florida
Florida State Rank

18,328 4
3,848 3
210 B
12,694 4
1.844 3
145 5
43.0 13

Hispanic population that is eligible to vote. In contrast, 80% of the state’s
white population is eligible to vote.
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Characteristics of Eligible Voters

e Age. Florida’s Hispanic eligible voters are younger than all eligible voters in
Florida—23% of Hispanic eligible voters in Florida are ages 18 to 29 versus
19% of all Florida eligible voters.

e Citizenship. Some 44% of Hispanic eligible voters in Florida are naturalized
U.S. citizens, compared with 12% of all Florida eligible voters. Hispanic
eligible voters in Florida

are less likely to be Table 2
. . Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Florida and the United States, 2008
natlve-born Cltlzens 9% of eligible voters, unfess otherwise nofed)
& 9 ) 1)
(56%) than are Hispanic UNITED STATES FLORIDA
.. - - All Hisparics All Hispanics
eligible voters nationwide | w i popuistion ghousands)
(74%). 304,060 46,822 18,328 3,846
Total Eligible Yoter Population (thousands)
210696 19,346 12,694 1,844
H H Age
. Educf';ltlonal Attal_nment. e e s0s s e
Two-in-ten of Latino 3044 256 30.9 235 29.9
. . - 45-54 196 16.8 184 16.9
eligible voters in Florida o 163 108 15 11
(21%) have not Completed . 65daﬂd older 17.8 10.8 238 185
j ender
high school. That was less Male 183 492 480 a8
- Female 517 50.8 520 522
than the rate for all Latino | ., o citizen
e||g|b|e voters—26%— Citizen by birth 925 744 87 5 56.1
MNaturalized citizen 75 258 124 439
but greater than the rate Language
HH Speaks only English at hame 8649 302 815 150
for US ellglble voters Does not speak only English at home 131 50.8 185 85.0
nationwide—13%. Educational Attainment
Less than high school diploma 12.9 258 133 205
High school diploma or equivalent 293 2849 303 279
° Homeownershlp Two_ Some college 320 313 322 309
; . ; ’ .. Bachelor's degree or maore 257 141 242 207
thirds of Hispanic eligible | marital status
- - Marmied 520 48.5 513 508
VOterS In Florlda (68%) MNever mamied 272 347 248 263
live in owner-occupied Divorced/separatediwidowed 20.8 18.8 24 1 23.0
. With Child{ren) Younger Than 18 in Home
homes, compared with 263 324 24 292
60% of all Hispanic s 0o cos e .~
e||g|b|e voters Houshold Income®
. . Less than $30,000 204 229 221 240
nationwide. Somewhat $30,000-$49,995 18,1 204 03 210
greater shares of al S ooy omo
eligible voters in Florida $100.000 or more 268 211 26 196
(72%) and a” el |g|b|e *F'ersun.sin households W\th Zero or negative income excluded (less than 1% of all eligible v.uters inthe U.5.)
. . MNote: Eligible voters are citizens ages 18 and older. Percentages may not total due to rounding
Voters nat|0nW|de (70%) Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2008 ACS (1% IPUMS sample). More information on the source
R . . data and sampling error is available at http:#/usa.ipums.orgiusafdesign. shtml and
||Ve 18] OWner'OCCUpled hitp: vy census.goviacsiwvaiDownloads/data_documentation/Accura cyfaccuracy2008 . pdf

homes.
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Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Florida, by Race and Ethnicity

e Number of Latino Eligible Voters. White eligible voters outhumber Hispanic
and black eligible voters in Florida by more than 4 to 1.

e Age. Black eligible voters

H : Table 3
are yo_unge_r Fhan HISpar-IIC Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Florida, by Race and Ethnicity, 2008
OI’ Wh |te el |g|b|e VOterS |n (% of eligible vofers, unless otherwise nofed)
Florida—28% of black __NON-HISPANICS
.. Hispanics White Black Asian
e||g|b|e VOteI’S are ageS 18 Total Population (thousands)
H 0 3,846 11,012 2,722 414
tO 29 Com_pared Wlth 23 /0 Total Eligible Voter Population (thousands)
of Hispanic and 16% of 1,544 8,765 1,708 207
hite eligible vot Aot
wnite e Igl € Voters. 18-29 229 16.1 284 16.0
30-44 289 209 283 311
. R 45-54 16.9 184 192 216
e Educational Attainment. 55-64 119 169 123 16 8
Hispanic eligible voters in | =" — 4l Lk s
Florida are more likely Male 478 454 465 461
. F | 522 516 535 53.9
than blacks, but less likely | sype or citizen
than WhlteS, to have Citizen .by' bﬁh 261 96.3 859 185
MNaturalized citizen 43.9 3.7 141 815
attended college or earned | Language
] Speaks only English at home 15.0 949 a0.3 287
at IeaSt a baChelor S Daoes not speak only English at home 85.0 5.1 9.7 713
degree_51% of H|Span|c Educational Attainment
- . Less than high schoal diploma 20.5 10.2 215 13.2
eligible voters have High schaol diploma or equivalent 279 306 332 189
Some college 309 327 311 262
attlended (;)Ollf]gle or earned Bachelor's degres ormore 207 268.5 14.2 416
at least a bachelor’s Marital Status
- Waried 50.8 547 333 B7.6
degree Compared Wlth MNever mamied 263 207 427 202
59% Of Whlte and 45% Of Divorced/separatediwidowed 230 247 240 122
.. With Child(ren) Younger Than 18 in Home
black eligible voters. 292 200 258 327
Homeownership Rate
681 7.2 518 823
) Homeownershi . Houshold Income*™
. . .. p Less than $30,000 240 201 315 157
HISpanIC ellglble VOterS $30,000-540,099 21.0 19.5 235 178
are IeSS Ilkely than Whlte $50,000-574 999 216 209 203 191
.. . . $75,000-399,999 13.7 14.3 128 16.5
ellglble voters in Florida $100,000 or more 19.6 252 1.3 312
to ||Ve |n OWHGI’-OCCUpIed "Persons in households with zero or negative incorne excluded (less than 1% of all eligible voters in the U.S.)
MNote: Bligible voters are citizens ages 18 and older. Percentages may not total due to rounding.
— 0 0. Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2008 ACS (1% IPUMS sample). More information on the source
homes—68% versus 77%
data and sarmpling error is available at http:fusa ipums.org/usa‘design. shtrl and
hittp: Meneivy . CE NSUS govia cafeenalDownloads/data_documentationfAccuracyfaccuracy2008 pdf
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Table 4
Population and Electorate in Florida, by Congressional District, 2008
ALL HISPANICS SHARE HISPANIC
(thousands) (thousands) (%)
Population Eligible Voters Population Eligible Yoters Population Eligible Voters

Congressional District
1 598 523 20 18 4.3 31
2 12 544 a2 17 45 30
3 542 436 68 32 10.6 74
4 721 528 44 22 6.1 4.2
5 920 706 98 56 108 79
B 807 606 59 33 T3 54
7 792 597 30 44 101 73
38 785 538 182 96 231 1748
] 751 550 a7 45 118 g1
10 621 480 13 21 69 45
11 674 456 175 87 26.0 181
12 782 536 155 70 81 &) 130
13 736 560 78 20 0.5 53
14 831 801 128 45 1586 75
15 790 578 145 77 183 133
16 T 554 123 43 1152 8.7
17 655 269 166 73 254 1949
13 B35 363 417 205 856 565
14 733 500 138 56 188 112
20 673 439 146 a7 292 221
21 671 271 497 253 741 683
22 679 488 100 45 14.8 9.1
23 664 378 122 42 184 112
24 Ti4 572 114 69 14.8 121
25 312 428 566 266 697 623

MNote: Eligible voters are citizens ages 18 and older.

Source: Pew Hispanic Center compilation from U S, Census Bureau, American Factfinder Tables B05003 and BOS003|

Endnotes

! Eligible voters are defined as U.S. citizens ages 18 and older. Eligible voters are not the same as registered voters. To cast a vote, in all
states except North Dakota, an eligible voter must first register to vote.

2 The terms “Hispanic” and “Latino” are used interchangeably. References to “whites,” “blacks,” and “Asians” are to the non-Hispanic
components of those populations.

% This statistical profile of eligible voters in Florida is based on the Census Bureau's 2008 American Community Survey (ACS). The ACS
is the largest household survey in the United States, with a sample of about 3 million addresses. The data used for this statistical
profile come from 2008 ACS Integrated Public Use Microdata Series (IPUMS), representing a 1% sample of the U.S. population.
Like any survey, estimates from the ACS are subject to sampling error and (potentially) measurement error. Information on the ACS
sampling strategy and associated error is available at
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/data_documentation/Accuracy/accuracy2008.pdf. An example of measurement error is
that citizenship rates for the foreign born are estimated to be overstated in the Decennial Census and other official surveys, such as the
ACS (see Jeffrey Passel. “Growing Share of Immigrants Choosing Naturalization,” Pew Hispanic Center, Washington, D.C. (March
28, 2008)).
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